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Inside this Issue  

The last two months we looked at how one must understand Law and Gospel in 

order to understand Scripture and how a pastor is to use that in order to preach and 

teach. This month weôll look at understanding Law and Gospel brings clarity and 

discernment to Scripture. 

Only by the work of the Holy Spirit can we understand anything in the Bible (I 

Corinthians 2:7-11; II Peter 1:20-21). Paul says that, ñSo if the Good News that we 

tell others is covered with a veil, it is hidden from those who are dying (II Corin-

thians 4:3-4). Thus, not only does the distinction between Law and Gospel give us 

a true picture of what the Bible imparts, but without this understanding it remains 

a mystery. 

Let me give you some examples: without the key weôre left to wonder why is it 

that when the Rich Young Ruler asked Jesus, óWhat must I do to be saved?ô Jesus 

said, óKeep the Commandmentsô, but when the Philippian jailer in Acts asked the 

same question, Paul and Silas told him to óbelieve in the Lord Jesus?ô 

Why is it that Paul says in Ephesians that weôre saved by grace through faith and 

this is not of ourselves, itôs the gift of God, but James says, óa person is justified 

by what he does and not by faith alone?ô  

Why is it that Paul says in I Corinthians 6 that if youôre sexually immoral or a 

thief or a drunk or a cheat you donôt have a chance of getting into heaven but then 

in the very next sentence he says that thatôs exactly what these people are and 

theyôre getting in?!?! 

Anybody here want a key to unlock these mysteries? Look at Romans 3:21, ñBut 

now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the Law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to itðthe righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.ò  

Contained in that little sentence friends, is the keyðthe key to understanding the 

Bible and the key to our everyday relationships with others. You see, the Gospel 

does not abolish the Law, but rather it fulfills the Law for Godôs chosen. Right-

eousness is freely given to those whom God gives faith through the Gospel 

(Romans 9:15; 10:24). 

The key is understanding the two distinct messages of the Bible: Law and Gos-

pel. See, the Bible is not contradictory or intentionally confusing. The problem a 

lot of people have in understanding it is in failing to see that there are two very 

distinct messages from God present there. 

(Continued on page 5)  
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After the December 7 Worship Service we will have a 

short Congregational Meeting for Council to update 

the Congregation on the roof, finances, upcoming  

Fellowship events and other items of interest, and to 

get feedback on the Blended Services.  

Regular Weekly Church Activities 

 

LCRL ANNUAL MEETING  

Sunday, January 15, 2006  

Light lunch immediately after 

the service, followed by the 

annual meeting  

December 2008 Weekly Activities  
 

Sunday  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School  

 10:15 a.m.  Worship  

Monday  9:30 a.m.  Coffee Klatch  

 9:30 a.m.  Paper Rolling ñHoly Rollers  

Tuesday  10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study ñRevelation  

Wednesday  6:00 p.m.  Council ñ3rd Wednesday of each month  

Thursday  1:30 p.m.  HopeKeepers ñ1st Thursday of each month  

 6:30 p.m.  Evening Bible Study ñActs of the Apostles  

Friday  8:00 a.m.  Menõs Bible StudyñMark  

 7:00 p.m.  Youth Group (Jr. High and High School)  

   

 

SHOUT OUTS ñ   Congregational Meeting           

Newsflash ðChurch Mortgage  
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If your name is not listed, or the 

date is incorrect, please contact the 

church  office  

at 362-2549. 

Birthdays and Anniversariesé. 

December  2008  

 

 

Sheena Ross Dec. 3rd 

Helen McGee Dec. 6th 

DõAnne Martin Dec. 9th 

Betty Sparks  Dec. 9th 

Kevin Kuitu  Dec. 10th 

James Choat Dec. 11th 

Jorden White  Dec. 11th 

Jonah Hatfield  Dec. 13th 

Naylan Vencil  Dec. 29th 

Herb Collerd  Dec. 22nd 

Mike Pitt  Dec. 22nd 

Michael Underwood  Dec. 20th 

Frances Moore  Dec. 25th 
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Join a Bible Study  

LCRL has several good Bible stud-

ies during the week.  

Monday  7 pm  (Starts Jan 5)  The 

Blessing  

Tuesday 10 am  Women­s Study

 Revelation  

      Happy 

 Anniversary! 
 

December 3rd 
 Lynn & Vivian Dyer     

December 7th 

 Mark & Debbie Gillen 

December  12th 

 Richard & Debra Kuitu 

December 15th 

 Wade & Danielle Garms 

December 19th 

 Naylan & JoAnn Vencil 

December 26th 

 Bill & Marilyn Batson  

December 30th 

 Mike & Corky Barth 

Happy Birthday!  
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Ladies Christmas Luncheon  

Date:  Saturday, December 6, 2008  

Time: 12::30 pm  

Place: La Bodega Restaurant banquet room  

1024 E. 7th Street  

Bring a wrapped gift to  

exchange that costs no  

more than $1.  

 

 

 

 

Menõs Christmas Luncheon 

Date:  Saturday, December 6, 2008  

Time: 12:30 pm  

Place:  La Bodega Restaurant patio  

 

As it was this summer, same time, same place,  

DIFFERENT ROOMS!  

This really is a lot of fun  

For more information, Call Cheryl  at 362 -2549.  
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Part 3 of 5 ïThe Bible in Your Life ðLiving Scripture   (cont.)       Rev. Michael L Mueller 

First, the Law and the Gospel differ in their subject. The Law tells us what we are to do. The Gospel tells us 

what God has done for usðthatôs why itôs good news. And, Law and Gospel are different in their message 

also. The Law accuses, while the Gospel comforts. 

The Law and Gospel are so different because the messages of Law and Gospel are intended for different au-

diences. For those who are secure in their sin, God wants them to hear the Lawðnot the Gospel. The Gospel is 

for those who are troubled by their sin. 

And finally you see that Law and Gospel differ in their effect. The Gospel gives life, but the Law kills. The 

Law doesnôt just say, ñYou havenôt pleased God.ò It doesnôt just say that you wonôt. It says you canôtðno 

matter how hard you try, youôll never be able to measure up to Godôs expectations for holiness. And thatôs the 

whole pointðGod shares His message of law with us so that we will wake up out of our laziness and compla-

cency to see our sin for what it is and be terrified by it. 

Theologians call that ñthe Second Use of the Law.ò We Lutherans say there are three uses of the Law. The 

First Use of the Law is that it acts like a curb in that it restrains the pagan and the rebellious believer. The 

Third Use is called a rule or guide, in that if youôre a believerðif you love God and want to live in a way that 

pleases GodðGod shows you in the Law a guide for your life. 

Some make the mistake of seeing Christ as a new law-giver. ñBe ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 

perfectòðwhich is Law, and try to turn this into Gospelðthus making the Gospel a doctrine of works right-

eousness. This wrongly puts the emphasis on acts of obedience and not on the sweet message of the Gospelð

forgiveness and eternal life. We call them ópietists.ô Often their sermon sounds like Aesopôs fables according 

to the Bibleðbe good, share, wait your turn, love your neighbor.  

All of these are good things, but that is not what the Gospel is about. Itôs not externally forced goodness, but 

rather a change of heart worked by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel (Romans 2:29) that causes good works 

flow from who you now are, not from an act of will power. 

Others try to teach the Gospel as being freed from any restraints of the Law and thus justify all manner of 

evil under the guise that there is no Law. But the fruit of the Gospel is not anarchy or a willful life, but rather, 

ñBut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 

its passions and desiresò (Galatians 5:22-24). 

You see faith is not a work either. Faith is a gift. The Bible says ñno one can even say óJesus is Lordô except 

by the Holy Spirit.ò Itôs all Godôs work from beginning to end! He didnôt just offer it to you and you had to do 

your part and accept. NO! He did it all! 

And do you see how helpful this is just for everyday life? What do you do if your friend betrays a secret you 

told them, or your kid disobeys, or your co-worker fails in an assignment? What would God have you say? 

Well, God would say, it depends on the audience. If theyôre prideful about it or laughing about itðif theyôve 

done wrong and donôt careðthey need to hear the Law. You need to tell them theyôve done wrong and there 

will be consequences. You donôt tell them theyôre forgiven, because you donôt give the drink to people who 

arenôt thirsty. 

But what if they are thirsty? What if theyôre sorry? What if know they messed up and they feel really badly 

about it? What if theyôre broken? Then what do you say?   

God tells you, you donôt let them have itðeven if your sinful nature would really like to do that. God says 

itôs time for the Gospel. You tell them theyôre forgiven and theyôre loved. Because you see, the real key to un-

derstanding the Bible is to understand that óLaw and Gospelô is not just to be studied. It is to be lived. 



Nov 26, Dec 3, 10, 17 Wednesday Advent Services ð6 to 7 pm 
½  hour Movie ñ4th Magiò and İ hour devotional service 

Nov 28ðFriday Thanksgiving Service ð1:30 pm 
Rev. Jimmy Braswell preaches at LCRLðfood for Food Pantry 

Dec 6ðSaturday Womenôs Christmas Luncheonð12:30 pm 
La Bodega restaurant banquet room 

Dec 6ðSaturday Menôs Christmas Luncheonð12:30 pm 
La Bodega restaurant patio 

Dec 7ðSunday Short Congregational Meeting  after service 

Dec 14ðSunday Christmas Partyð5-7 pmðlive music, caroling 
Bring Hot d'oeuvres to shareðburn our mortgage!!!  

Dec 27ðSaturday Pastorôs Open Houseð5 pmðfood and fellowship 
6910 Stonegate Dr. off Billy Hext Rd 

  Christmas Celebration Schedule    
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HopeKeepers  

1 in 2 people has a chronic illnessð96% are invisible. Are you one of those people who struggle 
with severe back pain, depression, M.S. C.O.P.D. Cancer, Bi-Polar disease? These and many other 
chronic illness (a chronic illness is described as a pain or condition that lasts for more than 6 
months) are not visible to the public and bring responses from people, even those who love us, with 

advice. Such as "You don't look sick" or 
its all in your head, or you just haven't 
prayed about your condition.  

     HopeKeepers is a place of sharing, 
caring, encouragement, fellowship. No 
one has to explain themselves or defend 
why they feel the way they do. We de-
pend on the word of God to give us 
hope and each other to understand and 
stand with us in our struggle.  

   We have a group of people who meet 
once a week in adult study room at 1:30 on Thursdays. The first meeting will be on Sept.11 with a 
luncheon and a look at the new things that are scheduled for the Fall. You are invited to be our 
guests and meet the group and hear from them how HopeKeepers has helped them. 

  HopeKeepers is a ministry of Rest Ministries and can be found on web at www.restministries.org.  



Pastor Patter Watching  Pastor Mueller  
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Have you ever seen the Charles Dickens play ñA Christmas Carolò? You know the story and Ebenezer 
Scroogeôs famous line, ñBah, humbug!ò Scrooge was not just a grouch and a miser. He was not just a mean 
man, a grumpy old man, he was proud of his character flaws. He was into humbug and pursued it with gusto. 

Sometimes youôre the victim of a broken and sinful world, carrying burdens and fighting the fight. But 
sometimes you pursue your own stubbornness, your own flaws, your own attitudes, your ways, your own 
humbug, with gusto. ñThatôs just the way I am,ò you say waiting for someone to just try and change you. You 
want to be angry. You donôt want to have compassion. You and Ebenezer ScroogeðBah, humbug! 

So what happened to Scrooge? He was shown pictures of his life. He was forced to look in the mirror. First 
there was the PAST. He was asked, ñDo you remember why youôre like this Ebenezer, what went wrong? Then 
he was shown the PRESENT. He was asked, ñDo you see what youôre doing in your life right now, Ebenezer? 
Finally, Ebenezer Scrooge was shown the time YET TO COME. He was asked, ñDo you realize how you will 
affect the lives of others, and what kind of end you face?ò 

There was no more denial for Ebenezer, no more pride in his humbug, no more fooling himself about the life 
he was wasting. And Ebenezer straightened out. He became a changed man. 

In Mark chapter 13 Jesus said, ñWatch!ò ñThis is no time to let your life go to waste. This is no time to hang on 
to humbug. If thereôs any time to change, this is it. Be ready and be alert, because the Father is coming back.ò 

For you, Jesus picks up the mirror of your life and calls you to take a close look. First you see the PAST. A day 
was planned when God the Father would end this world of ours. No one knows the day or the hour. But Jesus 
asks you, ñDo you remember why this world will come to an end and you see your emptiness and sin?ò Godôs 
Word is a mirror that shows you your sin, ñAll have sinned and fall short of the glory of God .ò (Romans 6:23) 

Then Jesus shows you the PRESENT. He asks, ñDo you see who I am for you? Do you really see what I give 
you in your life right now? Jesus didnôt come to get lost in the shuffle of everything thatôs going on. He came 
to stand front and center in your life. The Bible says in II Corinthians 6:2, ñI tell you, now is the time of Godôs 
favor, now is the day of salvation .ò The fact of the present is that Jesus poured out His life to death on the 
cross so that now you may be forgiven. Now you may be washed clean. Now you may live in the unfailing 
strength of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus. Now you may rejoice in your life everlasting. 

And through the Word proclaimed, through the Holy Spirit who fills your emptiness in your Baptism, through 
the body and blood of Jesus in Holy Communion, you receive life that is better than you could ever imagine. It 
is life with God today. Because of life with Jesusðyour life will never be the same. 

Finally, Jesus shows you the FUTURE. And He asks, ñDo you know what youôre doing right now? What does it 
mean for your future? And do you realize that I want you to affect the lives of others so that they may have a 
future with me? Do you see clearly that there will be an end? Life here is for a limited time only!ò 

About the future, Jesus said, ñTherefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house 
will come back -whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: óWatch!ôò (Mark 13:35-37) 

Sometimes life gets so busy there is never a time to evaluate how youôre living. But Jesus is honest and holds 
up the real picture of life. He says that itôs time to ask yourself, and itôs time to ask people in your life, ñIs it 
time for a change?ò ñIs it time to straighten out and walk in the footsteps of Jesus?ò 

How do you need to straighten out in life? Where do you need the change that Jesus brings? Remember 
Ebenezer Scrooge! There was no more denial for him, no more pride in his humbug, no more fooling himself 
about the life he was wasting. He straightened out. He became a changed man. He was shown a real look at 
life.  

Someone said that people get all fired up about changing the world, but they donôt want to change themselves. 
Jesus lets you know that when you yourself are changed by Him, then the world starts changing! Jesus calls 
out to you today. Wake up! Watch! Be alert! As you are humbled and changed by the Word of Christ, you can 
talk to Him about the past, the present and the time yet to comeðabout life being transformed by Jesus. 



 Calendar 
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Death           Rev. Michael L Mueller 
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Jesus said, ñBlessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before youò (Matthew 5:11-12).  

When I was in high school, I ran cross-country in the fall. But, since we practiced daily on that course, I got 
to know it intimately. I knew where we were going and what we were doing. I knew what hills would come, 
how to pace myself, and where the end would be. Itôs always an advantage when you run on a familiar course. 
Psychologically and physically you have an edge. If you know the ending, you can run the course better. 

Paul compares your life and mine to running a race. The Bible says, ñLet us run with perseverance the race, 
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on the starter and finisher of our faith, Jesusò (Hebrews 12:1-2). In 
other words, if you know the ending you can run the course better! Therefore, itôs necessary for you to be fo-
cused on the ending of lifeðdeath.  

Death may not be the most popular subject for conversation. But God is very up front about death. ñFor in 
Adam all die,ò the Bible says (I Corinthians 15:22). Life is going to end, but the Bible adds, ñIn Christ all will 
be made alive.ò When you talk about death, you are led to some important questions about life, and some 
critical answers from God. 

Godôs Word lets you know that you were created by God to be His one-of-a-kind person called according to 
His purpose. Thereôs nobody like you, and thereôs nobody who could do your job as a creation of the Lord. You 
may not feel that way all the time. You may not believe it. But God does. Youôre no accident. God promises you 
that you have a purpose with eternal impact. 

Death can happen any time. Ultimately you are not in control. How will you be ready and how will you be 
saved? And Jesus said, ñFor God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes 
in Him will not perish but have eternal life ò (John 3:16).  

Death will not stop your existence because Jesus Christ broke the wall of death down through His death on 
the cross and resurrection from the grave. So you reach the finish line through the forgiveness of your sins and 
the gift of life everlasting from Jesus with the hope of life eternal in heaven and the strength of God with you 
every step of the way. 

How should you live now? In Matthew chapter five, Jesus spoke to His disciples about this. Jesus made it 
clear that when you focus on the finish lineðwhen your goal is the reward of heavenðyou will have clarity 
about what is important now.  

This is the commentary on Jesus words from Matthew from the book Message: ñYouôre blessed when you 
feel youôve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you. Youôre 
blessed when youôre content with just who you areðno more, no lesséYouôre blessed when you get your inside 
worldðyour mind and heartðput right. Then you can see God in the outside world.ò 

Do you see why it is so important to talk about death? Death is an opportunity to learn more about the life, 
life that is new and everlasting though Jesus Christ.  The subject of death should get talked about in your per-
sonal relationships which can help you bring the life that Jesus gives to someone in need. 

When someone you care about has been grieving for a little while, when the hurt is turning into reflection, 
you can ask, ñWhat does this make you think about for your life? Where does your strength come from?ò 
When someone close to you is terminally ill, you can ask, ñDo you think about dying?ò If you are terminally ill 
you can ask your friends, ñWhat if this happened to you? How would your life be different?ò Do you see how 
these situations create conversation in which you can bring Jesus Christ, Savior, refuge, strength and life-giver 
into picture? When you talk about death, you can also talk about lifeðlife that is better because of Jesus. 

It may be when youôre writing your will, or inserting a Christian preamble to be read with your willðit may 
be when youôre taking off on an airplaneðit may be when a pet diesðit may be when we remember dear ones 
who have died in faithðbut , you can talk about death. You need to talk about death. You need to lock in on 
the finish line of eternal life in heaven so you can run the course of life better. And so you can bring as many 
along with you as possible in this race of lifeðalong with Jesus and for Him. (See our funeral manualðAlive in 
Christ  for more guidance on your end of life.) 
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To end this year, the Food Pantry  

is asking for donation of food or money!!!  

 PLEASE, NO PERISHABLE ITEMS!  

List of what is needed:  

Powdered Milk  

Peanut Butter  

Canned goods - corn, asparagus, fruit, soups  

Microwaveable foods (nothing that needs to be refrigerated)  

And we will take what you would like to give!  

 The Food Pantry has been helping out many in need, but we are low on food!  

The Food Pantry thanks you for all your help in this outreach to our community.  

We appreciate you prayers, your time in this endeavor, and your physi-

cal/monetary donations.  

 The Food Pantry container will be in Narthex on Thanksgiving!!!   Let's FILL IT  

"Then God said, "I give you every seed -bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has 

fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food." - Genesis 1:29 


