Lutheran Church of the Risen Lord

www.lcrl.org

Simple Secrets

Volume 9, Issue 1 December 1, 2008

Part 3of 5 T The Bible in Your Life & Living Scripture Rev. Michael L Mueller

Points of Interest
The last two months we looked at how one must understand Law and Gospel in

® TheBiblein YourLite order to understand Scripture and how a pastor is to use that in order to preach an

* ShoutOutscongegatonalmeetng | |t @ g ch. This month wedll |l ook at under
* Mortgage Burning discernment to Scripture.
® PastorPater Only by the work of the Holy Spirit can we understand anything in the Bible (I
* HopeKeepers Corinthians 2:711; Il Peter 1:2€2 1 ) . P a u ISo istleeyGsod Ndws that wefi
* Christmas Activities tell others is covered with a veil, it is hidden from those who are dili@prin-
* Quick Hits Humor thians 4:34). Thus, not only does the distinction between Law and Gospel give us
a true picture of what the Bible imparts, but without this understanding it remains
a mystery.
Inside this Issue Let me give you some examples: wiltho
t hat when the Ri ch Whattmgyld®kta besaveda sJkeesdu
The Bible in YourLife | 1 |s a iKde,e p6 t h e C o, bunahendthe &mlippsad jailer in Acts asked the
Church Activities , |same question, P a bdlievaimtide L8dJes@s® t ol d hi
Newsflash 5 Why i_s it that Paul says i_nNE_ph_esiar)
_ . this is not of oursel ves apdsbnidsgustifigde g
Birthdays and Annivers 3 | by what he does and not by faith al@n@
Christmas Luncheon | 4 | Why jis it that Paul says in | Corlint
thief or a drunk or cheat you dagnot
The Bible in Your Life | 5 |1 1 trje very pext_sentence he says |t ha
theydre getting in?! 2]
Christl Celebration Sch
risimas Gelebration Scheq 6 Anybody here want a key to unl oBut] th
HopeKeepers 6 |now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the Law, although
Pastor Patter - |the Law and the Prophets bear witness datlite righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believed
December Calendar 8 ) ) _ _ _ _
Contained in that little sentence friends, is thedkélye key to understanding the
Bible and the key to our everyday relationships with others. You see, the Gaspel
Death 91ldoes not abolish the Law, but rather
Food Pantry 10 |eousness is freely given to those whom God gives faith through the Gospel
(Romans 9:15; 10:24).
Humor 11 | The key is understanding the two distinct messages of the Bible: Law and |Gos-
pel. See, the Bible is not contradictory or intentionally confusing. The problem a
Last Laugh 12 lot of people have in understanding it is in failing to see that there are two very
distinct messages from God present there.
(Continued on page 5)
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Regular Weekly Church Activities

December 2008 Weekly Activities \ ' r

Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday School ,/
10:15 a.m. Worship
Monday 9:30 a.m. Coffee Klatch
9:30 a.m. Paper Rolling fi Holy Rollers
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study i Revelation
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Council i 3rd Wednesday of each month
Thursday 1:30 p.m. HopeKeepers i 1st Thursday of each month
6:30 p.m. Evening Bible Study i Acts of the Apostles
Friday 8:00 a.m. Mends Bi bi®arkSt udy
7:00 p.m. Youth Group (Jr. High and High School)

SHOUT OUTS n Congregational Meeting

After the December 7 Worship Service we will have a
short Congregational Meeting for Council to update
the Congregation on the roof, finances, upcoming
Fellowship events and other items of interest, and to
get feedback on the Blended Services.

Newsflash 6 Church Mortgage

Mortgage burning at
Dec 14 Christmas party
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Join a Bible Study
LCRL has several good Bible stud-
ies during the week.

Monday 7 pm (Starts Jan 5) The
Blessing

Tuesday l10am Women-s Study
Revelation

Birthdays and Anniversarieseéeé.

Happy Birthday!
December 2008
Anniversary

Sheena Ross Dec. 3rd

December 3rd
Helen McGee Dec. 6th Lynn & Vivian Dyer
D 6 Ann e M art | n DeC. gth December 7[/7
Betty Sparks Dec. 9th Mark & Debbie Gillen
Kevin Kuitu Dec. 10th December 12th

Richard & Debra Kuitu

James Choat Dec. 11th

December 15th
Jorden White Dec. 11th Wade & Danielle Garms
Jonah Hatfield Dec. 13th December 19th
Naylan Vencil Dec. 29th Naylan & JoAnn Vencil
Herb Collerd Dec. 22nd Decen?b er 26”_7

o Bill & Marilyn Batson

Mike Pitt Dec. 22nd December 30th
Michael Underwood Dec. 20th Mike & Corky Barth
Frances Moore Dec. 25th

If your name is not listed, or the
date is incorrect, please contact the
church office

at 3622549.
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Ladles Christmas Luncheon
Date: Saturaday, December 6, 2008
Time: 12::30 pm
Place: La Bodega Restaurant banquet room
1024 E. 7th Street
Bring a wrapped gift to
exchange that costs no

more than $1.

PA

Menés Chri st mas
Date: Saturaday, December 6, 2008
Time: 12:30 pm

Place: La Bodega Restaurant patio

As it was this summer, same time, same place,
DIFFERENT ROOMS!
This really is a lot of fun

For more information, Call Cheryl at 362

Lunc
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Part 3of 5 1 The Bible in Your Life & Living Scripture (cont.) Rev. Michael L Mueller

First, the Law and the Gospel differ in their subject. The Law tells us what we are to do. The Gospel tells u:
what God has done fordis hat 6 s why itoés good news. And, Law a
also. The Law accuses, while the Gospel comforts.

The Law and Gospel are so different because the messages of Law and Gospel are intended for different
diences. For those who are secure in their sin, God wants them to hear thaedtatve Gospel. The Gospel is
for those who are troubled by their sin.

And finally you see that Law and Gospel differ in their effect. The Gospel gives life, but the Law kills. The
Law doesndt just say, fAYou havendét pleasednoGod. o
matter how hard you try, youodll never be able to
whole poin® God shares His message of law with us so that we will wake up out of our laziness and compla:
cency to see our sin for what it is and be terrified by it.

Theol ogians call that Athe Second Use of the La
First Use of the Law is that it acts like a curb in that it restrains the pagan and the rebellious believer. The
Third Use is call ed a r ulcdeifyaulovegsod addewant to live in aveay that f
pleases Gadl God shows you in the Law a guide for your life.

Some make the mistake of seeing Christ as a nevglaw Be ye periect, even as your Father in heaven is
perfecdd which is Law, and try to turn this into Gospethus making the Gospel a doctrine of works right-
eousness. This wrongly puts the emphasis on acts of obedience and not on the sweet message odthe Gosp
forgiveness and eternal l'ife. We call them O6piet
to the Biblé be good, share, wait your turn, love your neighbor.

Al l of these are good things, but that is not w
rather a change of heart worked by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel (Romans 2:29) that causes good worl
flow from who you now are, not from an act of will power.

Others try to teach the Gospel as being freed from any restraints of the Law and thus justify all manner of
evil under the guise that there is no Law. But the fruit of the Gospel is not anarchy or a willful life, but rather,
fiBut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self
control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh w
its passions and desiles ( Gal a®4)ans 5: 22

You see faith is not a wor knoeiotnteerc.anF a&ivtelm issaya 0
bytheHoly Spirit 6 1t 6s al | Goddés work from beginning to
your part and accept. NO! He did it all!

And do you see how helpful this is just for everyday life? What do you do if your friend betrays a secret yoL
told them, or your kid disobeys, or your-amrker fails in an assignment? What would God have you say?

Well, God would say, it depends on t he adaiufditemeyed
done wrong a&athldeyd omédd ctad ehear the Law. You need
will be consequences. You donodot tell them theyor
arenodot thirsty.

But what if they are thirsty? What if theyore s
about 1 t? What if theydre broken? Then what do vy
God tells you, y odueved i your sinful rature wohl@ neallyhlilee toedo that. God says
itdéds time for the Gospel. You tell them theyore
derstanding the Bible is to understand that OLaw
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Christmas Celebration Schedule

Nov 26, Dec 3, 10, 17 Wednesday Advent Services 9 6to 7 pm _
Y>hour Movie A4t h Magi 06 and |

Nov 2808 Friday Thanksgiving Service 06 1:30 pm
Rev. Jimmy Braswell preaches at LCR& food for Food Pantry
Dec 60 Saturday Womends Christmégz23pmc heon
La Bodega restaurant banquet room
Dec 60 Saturday Mends Chri st malsl2z3l0pmc heon
La Bodega restaurant patio
Dec 70 Sunday Short Congregational Meeting after service
Dec 140 Sunday Christmas Partyd 5-7 pmd live music, caroling

Bring Hot d'oeuvres to shared burn our mortgage!!!

Dec 270 Saturday Pastor 6s OpyépmoHand andfellowship
6910 Stonegate Dr. off Billy Hext Rd

HopeKeepers

1 in 2 people has a chronic illnessd 96% are invisible. Are you one of those people who struggle

with severe back pain, depression, M.S. C.O.P.D. Cancer, BPolar disease? These and many othel
chronic illness (a chronic illness is described as a pain or condition that lasts for more than 6
months) are not visible to the public and bring responses from people, even those who love us, with

advice. Such as "You don't look sick" or
its all in your head, or you just haven't

prayed about your condition.

. HopeKeepers is a place of sharing,
0 e ee er caring, encouragement, fellowship. No
one has to explain themselves or defend

why they feel the way they do. We de-
pend on the word of God to give us
hope and each other to understand and
stand with us in our struggle.

We have a group of people who meet
once a week in adult study room at 1:30 on Thursdays. The first meeting will be on Sept.11 with a
luncheon and a look at the new things that are scheduled for the Fall. You are invited to be our
guests and meet the group and hear from them how HopeKeepers has helped them.

HopeKeepers is a ministry of Rest Ministries and can be found on web at www.restministries.org.
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Pastor Patter Watching Pastor Mueller
Have you &ever seen the Charles Dickens play AA|Chr
Scroogeds famous | ine, iBah, humbug! 6 Scrooge wap nc

man, a grumpy old man, he was proud of his character flaws. He was into humbug and pursued it with gusto.

Someti mes youdre the wvictim of a broken and sin|ful

sometimes you pursue your own stubbornness, your own flaws, your own attitudes, your ways, your own

humbug, with gusto. AThatdés just the way | am,o ou
want to be angry. You donét want t o dBahmmbugimpassi|on
So what happened to Scrooge? He was shown pictures of his life. He was forced to look in the mirror. First
there was the PAST. He was asked, fADo you remembgr w
he was shown the PRESENT. He was asked, ADo you $ee
Finall vy, Ebenezer Scrooge was shown the time YET| TO
af fect the | ives of ot her s, and what kind of end |you
There was no more denial for Ebenezer, no more pride in his humbug, no more fooling himself about the life

he was wasting. And Ebenezer straightened out. He became a changed man.

I n Mark chapter 13 Jesus sai d, iwWatch! o AThis is [(no
to humbug. I f therebs any time to change, this is| it
For you, Jesus picks up the mirror of your life and calls you to take a close look. First you see the PAST. A day

was planned when God the Father would end this world of ours. No one knows the day or the hour. But Jesus
asks you, AiDo you remember why this world wild.l cC o me

Word is a mirror t hAlthave dinoed and falbsbort gf the glory®fiGod . i ( Romahs ¢
Then Jesus shows you the PRESENT. He asks, AiDo ypu ¢
r

you in your |ife ight now? Jesus didnét come to
to stand front and center in yourlliké!l Vbe, Bnblwe
favor, now is the day of salvaton . 6 The fact of the present is tha
cross so that now you may be forgiven. Now you may be washed clean. Now you may live in the unfailing
strength of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus. Now you may rejoice in your life everlasting.

And through the Word proclaimed, through the Holy Spirit who fills your emptiness in your Baptism, through
the body and blood of Jesus in Holy Communion, you receive life that is better than you could ever imagine. It
is life with God today. Because of life with Jesus your life will never be the same.

Finally, Jesus shows you the FUTURE. And He asks,
mean for your future? And do you realize that | want you to affect the lives of others so that they may have g
future with me? Do you see clearly that there wil

About the f ut urheeefore Beepswatsh becauisedyou dé not know when the owner of the house
will come back-whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes
suddenly, do not Il et him find you sl eepionng .( MWk} I

Sometimes |ife gets so busy there is never a ti me
up the real picture of |ife He says that itds ti
ti me for a change?0 fils it time to straighten out

How do you need to straighten out in life? Where do you need the change that Jesus brings? Remembdr

Ebenezer Scrooge! There was no more denial for him, no more pride in his humbug, no more fooling himself

about the life he was wasting. He straightened out. He became a changed man. He was shown a real look at

life.

Someone said that people get all fired up about <c
Jesus lets you know that when you yourself are changed by Him, then the world starts changing! Jesus call$
out to you today. Wake up! Watch! Be alert! As you are humbled and changed by the Word of Christ, you car
talk to Him about the past, the present and the time yet to comed about life being transformed by Jesus.

get
i s a
t J
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Death Rev. Michael L Mueller

Jesus sai d, iBl essed are you when people insult you,
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the pr ophe(Matthewtb:d1l-18)er e bef ore youo

When | was in high school, | ran cross-country in the fall. But, since we practiced daily on that course, | got
to know it intimately. | knew where we were going and what we were doing. | knew what hills would come,
how to pace myself, and where the end would be. 11tds
Psychologically and physically you have an edge. If you know the ending, you can run the course better.

Paul compares your | ife and mi rLetustrun withyperseverange tlze racea c e .
mar ked out for wus. Let wus fix our eyes (Helbrews I28:-2).drit ar t
ot her words, if you know the ending you can run the
cused on the ending of lifed death.

Death may not be the most popular subject f orForénonve
Adamalldie, 6 t he Bible says (I Corinthians 15 InZBristallwili f e
be made alive. 6 When you talk about deat h, you are |l ed to
critical answers from God.

Godobés Word |l ets you know t hat vy eflia-kinteperson called actomidgtd y G
Hi s purpose. Thereb6bs nobody I|Iike you, and thereds no
may not feel that way all the time. You may not beli
that you have a purpose with eternal impact.

Death can happen any time. Ultimately you are not in control. How will you be ready and how will you be
saved? And RoreGodso lovwdthedvorld fhat He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes
in Him will not perish but have eternallife ¢ (John 3:16) .

Death will not stop your existence because Jesus Christ broke the wall of death down through His death on
the cross and resurrection from the grave. So you reach the finish line through the forgiveness of your sins and
the gift of life everlasting from Jesus with the hope of life eternal in heaven and the strength of God with you
every step of the way.

How should you live now? In Matthew chapter five, Jesus spoke to His disciples about this. Jesus made it
clear that when you focus on the finish lined when your goal is the reward of heaverd you will have clarity
about what is important now.

This is the commentary on Jesus words from Matthew from the book Message AYoudre bl esse
feel youbve | ost what is most dear to you. Only then
bl essed when youbre codbhenmowef hnpubéswb¥oyodoueabkess

worldd your mind and heartdput right. Then you can see God in the

Do you see why it is so important to talk about death? Death is an opportunity to learn more about the life,
life that is new and everlasting though Jesus Christ. The subject of death should get talked about in your per-
sonal relationships which can help you bring the life that Jesus gives to someone in need.

When someone you care about has been grieving for a little while, when the hurt is turning into reflection,

you can ask, i Wh at does this make you think about f
When someone c¢close to you is terminally 111, you can
you can ask your friends, Awhat if this happened to

these situations create conversation in which you can bring Jesus Christ, Savior, refuge, strength and lifegiver
into picture? When you talk about death, you can also talk about lifed life that is better because of Jesus.

It may be when youdre writing your wil!@l/, or ditmmaye r t i
be when youbr e t akainmaybe fviien aopet diashit nay be phea weaemember dear ones
who have died in faithd but , you can talk about death. You need to talk about death. You need to lock in on
the finish line of eternal life in heaven so you can run the course of life better. And so you can bring as many
along with you as possible in this race of lifed along with Jesus and for Him. (See our funeral manuald Alive in
Christ for more guidance on your end of life.)
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"Then God said, "l give you every seed -bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food." - Genesis 1:29

222 Fon axth

To end this year, the Food Pantry
is asking for donation of food or money!!!

PLEASE, NO PERISHABLE ITEMS!

List of what is needed:
Powdered Milk
Peanut Butter
Canned goods - corn, asparagus, fruit, soups
Microwaveable foods (nothing that needs to be refrigerated)
And we will take what you would like to give!

The Food Pantry has been helping out many in need, but we are low on food!

The Food Pantry thanks you for all your help in this outreach to our community.
We appreciate you prayers, your time in this endeavor, and your physi-
cal/monetary donations.

The Food Pantry container will be in Narthex on Thanksgiving!!! Let's FILL IT




