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Inside this Issue  

When one who has become stricken by the Law, too often we see Christian 

churches point them to their own devicesðprayer and contending with God in or-

der to win their way into grace. Some fundamentalists, Pentecostals and even Mor-

mons recommend doing these things until one feels saved. Thus, they become fruit 

inspectors constantly looking to see if óreal faithô is present. Some even teach that 

faith is present only when God answers prayer. 

These heresies are based upon the belief that there has not yet been a complete 

reconciliation between God and man, so they must plead and petition God to be 

merciful through their pious acts and harsh tears. They view the Gospel as a self-

help instruction manual teaching how to secure Godôs grace, instead of a procla-

mation of grace given freely by God. Thus, they regard faith as a tool that im-

proves oneôs goodness. They look for grace in their own heartðbut grace is only 

found in the heart of God. 

The opposite errors can also be madeðthat is to proclaim that faith is the intel-

lectual knowledge of truths regardless of how oneôs life is lived, or that faith saves 

because is produces love and piety in a person. This is to believe that good works 

lead to faith, but rather than it is the gift of faith that leads to good works. 

Faith is verbðit is not a nounðit is belief in action. You cannot say ñI believeò 

and then deliberately act as if your faith has no effect on your life and actions. Lu-

ther said, ñIt is absolutely impossible for these two things to coexist in a person, 

viz., faith that trusts in God and a wicked purpose, or, as it is also called, an evil 

conscience. Faith and worship of God are delicate affairs; a very slight wound in-

flicted on the conscience may drive out faith and prayer. Every tried Christian fre-

quently is put through this experience.ò 

Paul says in I Timothy 1:5), ñThe goal of this command is love, which comes 

from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.ò No one can say that 

Adam and Eve were not elect, and yet they fell, lost the image of God, the Holy 

Spirit, their holiness, in short everything. But they repented and were then restored 

to a state of grace. 

Another faith issue is to regard contrition as a partner to faith in the forgiveness 

of sin. While it is necessary to be penitent in order to obtain forgiveness, contrition 

does not cause forgiveness. Faith is a gift not earned even by penitence. Contrition 

and repentance are solely the work of the Law and is never a good work that earns 

something. 

Most pernicious in our time is to appeal to a person to believe as if that person 
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We are updating our church directory. We need 

pictures of those not in the last directory and in-

formation to update our files. Please contact the 

office  to update your information and if you 

have a picture that you would like to put into 

the directory or we have òPhotographer will 

Traveló. Thanks for your help. 

Regular Weekly Church Activities 

 

LCRL ANNUAL MEETING  

Sunday, January 15, 2006  

Light lunch immediately after 

the service, followed by the 

annual meeting  

 

Sunday  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School  

 10:15 a.m.  Worship  

Monday  9:30 a.m.  Coffee Klatch  

 9:30 a.m.  Paper Rolling ñHoly Rollers  

 7:00 p.m.  The Blessing ñBible Study  

Tuesday  10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study  

Wednesday  6:00 p.m.  Council ñ3rd Wednesday of each month  

Thursday  1:30 p.m.  HopeKeepers ñ3rd Thursday of each month  

 6:30 p.m.  Evening Bible Study  

Friday  8:00 a.m.  Menõs Bible Study 

 7:00 p.m.  Youth (Jr. & Sr. High School) ñWinter Hiatus  

   

Take pictures of events and activities here at Risen Lord 

so that we can include them and any news you can share 

in our new òPhotos and Storiesó section of the monthly 

newsletter. We prefer electronic pictures & stories ñ

emailed ñbut we will scan pictures in the office.  

SHOUT OUTS ñ    

Newsflash ð 
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If your name is not listed, or the 

date is incorrect, please contact the 

church  office  

at 362-2549. 

Birthdays and Anniversariesé. 

February   2009  

 

 

Sally White     Feb. 1st  

Brittany Underwood   Feb. 3rd  

Daisy Hobson     Feb. 7th  

Charles Garrett    Feb. 9th  

Kedron Holman    Feb. 12th  

Michael Webb     Feb. 14th  

Debra Underwood    Feb. 16th  

Kelly Clark     Feb. 17th  

Memrey White     Feb. 20th  

Lonnie Sparks     Feb. 21st  

Louise Strickland    Feb. 21st  

Ginnie Fowler     Feb. 22nd  

Nick Perez     Feb. 22nd  

Pat Burchett     Feb. 24th  

Jake Holman     Feb. 24th  

Joann Vencil     Feb. 27th  
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OFFICE HOURS̓2009    Monday ñFriday 9 -4  

As always the voice mail system will be 

on so just call and leave a message and I 

will get back to you as soon as possible.  

  Thanks!  Cheryl  

      Happy 
 Anniversary!  
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Can you believe it?  

There are NO   
anniversaries in 
February in our 

records!  

Happy Birthday ! 

 



Pictures & Stories  
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\ Feb 22  Mardi Gras  Sun 11:30 am 

\ Feb 25  Ash Wednesday  Wed 6:00 pm 

\ Mar 4  MovieñCrossing Rome Wed 6:00 pm 

\ Mar 11 MovieñOld Testament  Wed  6:00 pm 

\ Mar 18 MovieñNew Testament  Wed 6:00 pm 

\ Mar 25  MovieñWho Was There  Wed 6:00 pm 

\ Apr 1 Movieñ3-Days Movie Wed 6:00 pm 

\ Apr 5  Palm Sunday Sun 10:15 am 

\ Apr 9  Maundy Thursday  Thur  6:00 pm 

\ Apr 10  Good Friday Fri  6:00 pm 

\ Apr 12  Easter Festival  Sun 10:15 am 

FOOD PANTRY 

Thank you so much for your con-

tributions to the Food Pantry. 

Many families are helped through 

your giving and our church.  We 

have served  55 adults and 60 children for the months of 

October, November and December. 

Odessa Ministerial Alliance 2009 Officers: Michael 

Mueller (President), Jimmy Braswell (Treasurer), Greg 

Morris (V.P.), Jacqueline Morgan (Secretary)  

Pastor Mueller leading the 

Odessa Ministerial Alliance 
pastors in marching with 

their brother pastors in the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. pa-
rade. (For those who donõt 

recognize him ñPastor Muel-

ler is the one on the left.)  


