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By nature most of us fall into one of two general categories: judgmental or gen-
tle. Judgmental people find fault in most everything around them. They hold up a 
standard that they themselves cannot keep to measure everyone. These type of 
people have a legalistic view of Scripture, adamantly insisting that works are ei-
ther necessary to establish salvation or as necessary evidence of salvation.  

They point to the many teaching in Scripture that tie works to faith and ignore 
who is the audience. A prime example of this is James 2:24: ñYou see that a per-
son is justified by works and not by faith alone .ò Sounds pretty definitive, right? 
But the intended audience is Christian Jews who have fled Jerusalem because of 
the persecution that followed Stephenôs murder.  

Previously, they were surrounded by first the Jewish culture of the Law and then 
the Christian culture of living a godly life, but now they were in a Greek culture 
that was decadent and filled with temptations to live a life of sin. Now James is 
exhorting them to be who they are: children of God and live like it. This is the 
same advice that Jesus gives His disciples and other followers with examples like 
the barren fig tree that is to be cut down and thrown into the fire. This is an ap-
peal to the dedication of their lives to living their faith, not because it saves you 
but because it strengthens your faith and keeps you from falling away. 

In I Corinthians 3:11-15, Paul writing about this subject to Christians immature 
in their faith says:  ñAfter all, no one can lay any other foundation than the one 
that is already laid, and that foundation is Jesus Christ. People may build on this 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw. The day will 
make what each one does clearly visible because fire will reveal it. That fire will 
determine what kind of work each person has done. If what a person has built 
survives, he will receive a reward. If his work is burned up, he will suffer the 
loss. However, he will be saved, though it will be like going through a fire .ò  

So, though your build your life on Jesus (salvation) your life can be built with 
godly actions (gold, silver, precious stones) and those will be your reward in 
heaven, or you can build with ungodly actions (wood, hay, straw) and though you 
are saved, your works are burned up and you arrive in heaven kind of crispy and 
an eternity in heaven with a reward. So your works here are not your salvation, 
but your reward in heaven (Matthew 6:20, Luke 12:33; see also Colossians 3:1-
10). Salvation is an act of God alone as a gift to you (Romans 9:16; Romans 4:6). 

The other kind of person, those who are by nature gentle, want to have compas-
sion for everyone and thus never judge or apply a standard to anyone because ei-
ther they recognize their own faults or because they think it unkind to point out 
someone elseôs faults. They point out that if it is solely Godôs doing that I am saved 
and that all of my sins have been forgiven already, then why canôt I just live like I 
want since it doesnôt seem to make a difference?  

Paul deals with in two ways. First, though we are sinful by nature (Romans 7:17-
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We are updating our church directory. In order 

to do that, we need pictures of those not in the 

last newsletter and information to update our 

files. Please contact the office if you have an up-

dated picture that you would like to put into the 

directory or we have òPhotographer will Traveló. 

Thanks for your help.  

Regular Weekly Church Activities 

 

LCRL ANNUAL MEETING  

Sunday, January 15, 2006  

Light lunch immediately after 

the service, followed by the 

annual meeting  

 

Sunday  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School  

 10:15 a.m.  Worship  

Monday  9:30 a.m.  Coffee Klatch  

 9:30 a.m.  Paper Rolling ñHoly Rollers  

Tuesday  10:00 a.m.  Ladies Bible Study  

Wednesday  6:00 p.m.  Council ñ3rd Wednesday of each month  

Thursday  1:30 p.m.  HopeKeepers ñOn Winter Hiatus  

 6:30 p.m.  Evening Bible Study  

Friday  8:00 a.m.  Menõs Bible Study 

 7:00 p.m.  Youth Group (Jr. High and High School)  

   

Take pictures of events and activities here at Risen Lord 

so that we can include them and any news you can share 

in our new òPhotos and Storiesó section of the monthly 

newsletter. We prefer electronic pictures and stories ñ

emailed if you can ñbut will scan pictures in the office.  

SHOUT OUTS ñ    

Newsflash ð 
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If your name is not listed, or the 

date is incorrect, please contact the 

church  office  

at 362-2549. 

Birthdays and Anniversariesé. 

January 2009  

 

 

Jason Boudreau   January 1st  

Marvin Wright   January 2nd  

Linda Wright   January 3rd  

Norma Duff    January 10th  

Corky Barth    January 18th  

Art Atkins    January 19th  

Ron Harrison   January 19th  

Erin Hamilton   January 20th  

Pam Pitt    January 31st  
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OFFICE HOURS̓2009    Monday ñFriday 9 -4  

As always the voice mail system will be 

on so just call and leave a message and I 

will get back to you as soon as possible.  

  Thanks!  Cheryl  

      Happy 

 Anniversary! 
 

        

January 18th 

 Bobby & Kathy Stokes 

January 20th 

 Rick & Debbie Parsons 

January 23 

 Bill & Diana Duff 

Happy Birthday!  



Pictures & Stories  
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Men and Womenôs Christmas Luncheon 
   

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weôre 
Debt  

Free!!!  
 

Never  
Again!

 

  

Annual 
Christmas 

Party! 


