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A person may think himself to be a Christian and not be in reality, and as long as
this condition persists, he is quite content with his knowledge of mere outlines of
the doctrines of the faith. Such a person would conclude that doctrines are be-
yond his sparse knowledge and is only for pastors and theologians. However,
when a person becomes a Christian indeed, then there is a keen hunger for all
that Christ teaches. This was the situation in which we find the multitudes who
flocked to hear Christ and who marveled that He taught with such authority, but
the majority of those who came to listen never advanced beyond their feeling of
delight at the way He taught (Luke 4:16-36).

By contrast, the apostles, when Jesus told a parable, asked Him the meaning
over and over again—a hunger. It is the realization of the reality of the Gospel
that brings such a hunger to believers!

For those of you who are serious about studying the Bible, there are two things
that are indispensable: 1) learn in detail all of the doctrines contained in it; 2) how
to correctly apply them to life. Now, lest | be misunderstood, doctrine in not just a
matter of the intellect, it is also a matter of the heart. These things must be read
and heard with your spiritual eyes and ears through the Holy Spirit.

This is even more important today in which so many ‘churches’ claim to be ‘non-
denominational’, yet what makes something a denomination? It is not a commonly
held set of beliefs and practices? Are they then claiming they have no set of be-
liefs and practices? ...or that theirs are not at all like anyone else’s? Dogma
(doctrine) is not a dirty word nor is it lifeless and empty words, but rather a gift
from God, “But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine (Titus 2:1; c.f. |
Timothy 1:10; | Timothy 4:16; 1l Timothy 4:3; Titus 1:9).

Now, these doctrines are not equal, but rather all are subservient to and point to
‘Justification by faith in Christ apart from the Law’, as understood by properly di-
viding the Law and Gospel.

Why these particular doctrines? Well, the first is our hope and salvation, and the
second is not only necessary to understand the Bible, but also how the Bible
teaches that we can be acceptable to God on Judgment Day. Without under-
standing what is Law and what is Gospel, many find themselves believing that
their salvation depends upon being perfect in their works, while others believe
their works have no importance since their salvation or damnation was fixed be-
fore all time so why try.

It gets worse. In one place the Bible offers forgiveness to all sinners; in another
place forgiveness is withheld from all sinners. In another passage a free offer of
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life everlasting is made to all men; but in another, men are directed to do something themselves towards be-
ing saved. A riddle only solved when we reflect that there are in the Scriptures two entirely different doctrines,
the doctrine of the Law and the doctrine of the Gospel. Many of the differences between denominations (or
non-denominations) are also directly attributed to a mixing or misunderstanding of these two teachings.

Both the Law and Gospel are from God, and both are good, just both do not act the same towards us. But,
both are necessary for us. Some churches teach that only the Gospel is necessary, not the Law (This is
called “antinomianism”—the view that Christians are free from all moral law.) In fact, both are essential: The
Gospel cannot be understood without the Law, and the Law cannot be understood without the Gospel.

Neither is it a true difference which sees the Law as the teaching of the Old Testament while the Gospel is the
teaching of the New Testament, when it is clearly evident that both doctrines are clearly taught in both testa-
ments.

Nor is it the case that the Law and the Gospel have a different final aim: The Law's aim is that of man's con-
demnation and the Gospel's aim is that of man's salvation. In truth their aim is one and the same: man's sal-
vation.

Finally, some have stated that only the Gospel is for Christians while the Law is for unbelievers, when, how-
ever, a person ceases to employ either of these two doctrines, he is no longer a true Christian!

So what are the differences and purposes of the Law and the Gospel?

1. Manner Revealed —The Law was written on the hearts of each of us (Romans 2:14-15). So even blind
pagans understand it. So the Ten Commandments, Deuteronomy and Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount only
highlight what the Law clearly teaches. The Gospel only angers the pagan because it makes no sense to
him (Romans 16:25-26). Had the Law not been written on the hearts of men, no one would be willing to
listen to its impossible, seemingly cruel demands. Therefore, the Law must be preached because in the
pagan heart they recognize it as truth! We can convert no one by the preaching of only the Gospel, he
must hear the Law first or the Gospel is of no effect. The Gospel is only understood by an act of the Holy
Spirit.

2. Contents —The Law tells us what we are to do, but the Gospel tells us what God has done and is doing
for us. But does not the Gospel demand faith? Should | not choose God? First of all, you cannot choose
God because you lack both the desire and the ability to choose Him, but rather depend upon His mercy
(Romans 9:15-16). So, the command to believe is like commanding a starving person to eat at the ban-
guet table, that person can only obey. The Law only demands perfection and condemns imperfection,
whereas the Gospel is God’s work through the sacrifice of Christ and the faith given by the Holy Spirit
(John 1:17; Galatians 3:8-14; Romans 2:28-29). Thus, the Gospel contains only grace, which is comple-
mentary and the opposite of the demanding Law.

3. Promises —The promises of the Law and Gospel are different, but both have the goal of our salvation.
The Law promises life to those who keep it perfectly and death to those that don't (Leviticus 18:5). It is like
having food on a table that is too high to reach and no step stool to help us. Starvation is inevitable. So,
salvation by the Law is impossible and we would despair (Luke 10:26-37), but for the sweet promises of
the Gospel. You see, only Christ can fulfill the Law, so our salvation must come from the goodness of
God, not ourselves (Mark 16:15-16). There are no conditions attached to the Gospel, only the promise of
grace. But we are to preach what Christ has taught us (Romans 3:22-24; Ephesians 2:8-9). When we fully
understand the meaning of God's grace in Christ given through the Gospel, the joy of salvation is fully
ours. A person, who in spite of this Gospel message continues to be despondent and thinks: “I am vile;
there is no forgiveness for me,” does nothing less than reject the Gospel—reject Christ!

4. Threats —Simply, the Gospel contains no threats at all, while the Law has nothing but threats
(Deuteronomy 27:26). The Law invites us to pronounce a curse on ourselves. It is only the person who is
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lost in spiritual darkness who thinks the Law is not troubling (I Timothy 1:15). Whereas, in the Gospel
there is only the sweetest of promises (Luke 4:16-21); not a new Law but grace. Therefore, Christians
cannot help but be hungry to study and learn more of what the Bible teaches.

5. Functions —The Law tells us what we must do, but does not empower us to comply with its demands. It
reveals our sins and condemns us for them, but does not help, so we are sent off in spiritual despair. The
Law does indeed produce contrition, conjuring up the terrors of hell, of death, of the wrath of God against
sin, but does not provide one bit of comfort to the sinner. Even pagans know that the lust of their hearts is
a sin (Romans 7:7-9). Even if we could somehow keep from sinning—Ilike die before birth—we still have
our inherited sin (Psalm 51:5). But, the effects of the Gospel are entirely different. The Gospel, while de-
manding faith, at the same time also offers and gives faith in that very demand. The second effect of the
Gospel is that it does not at all accuse the sinner, but takes all terror, fear and anguish from him and fills
him with peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The third effect of the Gospel is that the Gospel does not require
anything good that man must furnish: not a good heart, nor godliness, nor love either of God or
men....Instead it changes us! The Gospel plants love into our hearts and makes us capable of all good
works....demanding nothing, the Gospel gives us everything (Romans 1:16; Ephesians 2:8-10).

6. Recipients —The Law should be preached to secure sinners (I Timothy 1:8-10) and the Gospel to
alarmed sinners. As long as a person is at ease with their sin and unwilling to quit some particular sin,
then only the Law is to be preached. However, the moment he becomes frightened at his condition, the
Gospel is to be promptly administered to him, because from that moment on he is no longer a secure sin-
ner. To sad-hearted sinners, only the Gospel must be preached.
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The whole church watched with nervous diicipation
0 the visitors sat uhere the Marting have sat for 42 years.




S+ +& +

-2 .

g "
P"$ 1# "%

& #1' ()*+),*+*-(.
I ()*+),*+0-1)

LAST LAUGH!

(drop your jokes off at the office, or e-mail them)
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